8. Research Collaborations & Training course at International level (2024-2026)

i.  International Training course “Botanical Garden Development and Management
2026” at Shanghai Chenshan National Botanical Garden, China (June 28 to July
12t 2026)

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Ms. Rabia Akhlag from the Centre for Plant
Conservation, University of Karachi, on successfully completing the International training course,
"Botanical Garden Development and Management".

This training course was organized by the International Association of Botanic Gardens (IABG
Asian Division) in collaboration with Shanghai National Chenshan Botanical Garden. Ms. Rabia
Akhlag was selected as one of 15 participants representing 11 countries in this exclusive two-week
global initiative aimed at advancing plant conservation and international collaboration.

This course offered advance training in botanical garden development, climate resilience
strategies, and seed bank management for rare species preservation. Through hands-on fieldwork
in herbarium preparation and landscape design, Ms. Rabia Akhlag gained valuable practical
expertise. Her achievement expands global research networks while introducing innovative
conservation practices to benefit education, research, and the community.

| Prof. Dr: S. I. Ali Botanic Garden, Centre for Plant
Conservation, University of Karachi
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ii.  Training course “Botanical Garden Development and Management” at Chenshan
Botanical Garden, China (Aug. 19" to Sep. 7t, 2024)

"International Association of Botanic Gardens (IABG Asian Division) and Chenshan Botanical
Garden, Shanghai, China" organized the international training course "Botanical Garden
Development and Management". It is sponsored by the International Cooperation Ministry of
Science and Technology, The People's Republic of China.

Ms. Taba Rauf was selected among 60 applicants from different countries of Asia (Pakistan,
India, Nepal, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia, Philippines, and Srilanka). She
represented "Centre for Plant Conservation, Prof. Dr. S. I. Ali Botanical Garden, University of
Karachi, Pakistan during this training course.

This training course was held to strengthen Botanical Garden networking among Asian developing
countries & promote exchange of professional skills and ideas.




iii. Research Collaborations

1. Dr. Roohi Bano visited NARC Islamabad and Quaid-e-Azam University, Dept. of Botany, dated
August 2024 for the research collaboration with the Chinese researcher Zehuan Wang, Associate
Professor, Dept. of Traditional Chinese, University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Guiyang,
Guizhou, China.
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2. Dr. Roohi Bano, Associate Professor, Centre for Plant Conservation, University of Karachi
visited Trabzon, Turkey for a period of 3-months in the course of a joint project supported by
TUBITAK ARDEB 1001-1222966. During her scientific visit, she performed morphological and
molecular phylogenetic studies on the relevant plant group.




